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community relations officer in the New York 
metropolitan region. I worked closely with 
Mario, as he took charge of New York’s anti- 
poverty programs following their devolution 
by the federal government through block 
grants to the states. He pursued housing, 
education, health, community development, 
and senior citizen initiatives, among others. 

He was indefatigable and inspirational. A 
profound thinker and eloquent speaker, no 
wonder that he was elected lieutenant gov-
ernor in 1978 and then governor three times. 

Nobody articulated the ideals and values of 
public service better than Mario Cuomo. He 
aptly captured the essence of his brilliant ca-
reer: ‘‘You campaign in poetry, but govern in 
prose.’’ 

During an event in 1984, when I was a New 
York state assistant secretary of state and 
Mario Cuomo was governor, Mario told me, 
‘‘Now listen to me and you’ll be OK.’’ I lis-
tened, I learned, and I am doing OK. 

I was honored when Gov. Cuomo spoke on 
my behalf at a ceremony celebrating my 
election to Congress in 1988. As we mourn his 
loss, I am confident that Mario Cuomo’s leg-
acy will continue and endure with the re- 
election of Gov. Andrew Cuomo. 

f 
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Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a long-time friend 
and leader in southern and eastern Kentucky, 
Mr. A.L. Sinclair, upon his retirement from the 
Eastern Kentucky PRIDE Board of Directors. 

In 1997, A.L. participated in a historic meet-
ing at the Hazard Community and Technical 
College during which southern and eastern 
Kentucky’s local elected officials joined forces 
to combat our region’s troubles with pollution 
and illegal dumps. The late General James 
Bickford, former Secretary of the Kentucky 
Natural Resources and Environmental Protec-
tion Cabinet, and I presented a battle plan to 
the group, declaring ‘‘war against pollution’’ in 
our beautiful region. Together, we launched 
the Eastern Kentucky PRIDE organization to 
promote ‘‘Personal Responsibility In a Desir-
able Environment’’ and A.L. immediately be-
came a general in the war. 

Since then, A.L. has volunteered as his 
hometown, Adair County’s PRIDE Coordinator 
and a member of the regional PRIDE Board of 
Directors that now serves 42 counties. 

A.L.’s passion for cleaning up our Appa-
lachian hillsides and streams was truly driven 
by his many years of dedicated work with the 
U.S. Forest Service, and his tireless efforts as 
Adair County’s Solid Waste Coordinator. He 
went above and beyond the call of duty, 
spearheading a variety of cleanup activities, 
including roadside dump cleanups, tire am-
nesty programs, white-goods buy-back oppor-
tunities and free tipping at the transfer station. 
Almost daily, he foraged the hillsides for illegal 
dumpsites and acted quickly to get them 
cleaned up and pushed for accountability and 
justice for those who marred our cherished 
land. 

Due to A.L.’s deep pride in our region and 
courageous efforts to educate students, com-
munity leaders and families in southern and 
eastern Kentucky, he has been recognized 
with several prestigious awards, including the 

Kentucky Environmental Quality Commission’s 
Earth Day Award and PRIDE’s Rogers-Bick-
ford Environmental Leadership Award. 

A.L. has inspired an entire generation to 
take pride in our region by keeping our hill-
sides and waterways clean, by creating inno-
vative energy-saving projects in our schools, 
and bringing access to clean water and sani-
tary sewer to thousands of families over the 
last two decades. 

‘‘Great achievement is usually born of great 
sacrifice, and is never the result of selfish-
ness.’’ Those words, written by Napoleon Hill, 
a motivational American author, define A.L.’s 
heart of service and commitment to work for a 
better future in our region. 

I ask my colleagues to join me applauding 
the diligent work this great advocate for a 
cleaner, more beautiful place in America. We 
deeply appreciate A.L. Sinclair and he will be 
greatly missed, but his torch will be carried 
forward by the thousands of PRIDE volunteers 
who have joined the mission across southern 
and eastern Kentucky. 
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, as we cele-
brate the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
and reflect on his life and work, we are re-
minded of the challenges that democracy 
poses to us and the delicate nature of liberty. 
Dr. King’s life, and, unfortunately, his untimely 
death, reminds us that we must continually 
work to secure and protect our freedoms. In 
his courage to act, his willingness to meet 
challenges, and his ability to achieve, Dr. King 
embodied all that is good and true in the battle 
for liberty. 

The spirit of Dr. King lives on in the citizens 
of communities throughout our nation. It lives 
on in the people whose actions reflect the 
spirit of resolve and achievement that will help 
move our country into the future. I am honored 
to rise today to recognize several individuals 
from Indiana’s First Congressional District who 
will be recognized during the 36th Annual Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Breakfast on 
Saturday, January 17, 2015, at the Genesis 
Convention Center in Gary, Indiana. The Gary 
Frontiers Service Club, which was founded in 
1952, sponsors this annual breakfast. 

The Gary Frontiers Service Club will pay 
tribute to local individuals who have for dec-
ades selflessly contributed to improving the 
quality of life for the people of Gary. This year, 
Reverend Dwight Gardner and Deborah 
McCullough, M.D., will be honored with the 
prestigious Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drum 
Major Award for 2015. Additionally, several in-
dividuals will be recognized as Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Marchers at this year’s breakfast, 
including Judy Ball, Ph.D., James Henley III, 
Eugene Johnson, and Reverend Mary Wat-
kins. Finally, Sam Frazier was selected as the 
2014 Yokefellow of the Year. 

Though very different in nature, the achieve-
ments of each of these individuals reflect 
many of the same attributes that Dr. King pos-
sessed, as well as the values he advocated. 

Like Dr. King, these individuals saw chal-
lenges and faced them with unwavering 
strength and determination. Each one of the 
honored guests’ greatness has been found in 
their willingness to serve with ‘‘a heart full of 
grace and a soul generated by love.’’ They set 
goals and work selflessly to make them a re-
ality. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending 
these honorees, as well as the Gary Frontiers 
Service Club officers, President Oliver J. 
Gilliam, Vice President James Piggee, Re-
cording Secretary Linnal Ford, Financial Sec-
retary Sam Frazier, and Treasurer/Seventh 
District Director Floyd Donaldson, along with 
Clorius L. Lay, who has served as Breakfast 
Chairman for fifteen years, and all other mem-
bers of the service club for their initiative, de-
termination, and dedication to serving the peo-
ple of Northwest Indiana. 
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Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Carolyn Crnich, longtime recorder 
and registrar of voters for Humboldt County, 
on her retirement. 

Carolyn’s service to Humboldt County and 
the regional community has been exemplary. 
A fifth generation Humboldt County native, she 
began her work with the county in 1976 as a 
drafting supervisor in the Humboldt County 
Auditor’s Office. Carolyn served as county re-
corder beginning in 1990. Carolyn was re-
elected and served unopposed in 1994, 1998, 
2002, 2006 and 2010, as the recorder, county 
clerk and registrar of voters offices were 
merged. 

Carolyn was certified as a California Reg-
istered Elections Official by The Election Cen-
ter in Houston, Texas, and by the California 
Association of Clerks and Election Officials. 
Her work was also recognized by the Amer-
ican Association of University Women, which 
named her Women’s History Month honoree in 
2009. Carolyn was a key founding member of 
the Humboldt Election Transparency Project, 
which has been recognized by the National 
Association of Secretaries of State, the Lori 
Grace Foundation for Election Integrity, the 
Election Verification Network, and the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union. 

Mr. Speaker, Carolyn Crnich’s commitment 
to county government and the vital role of 
elections in the community is commendable 
and worthy of recognition. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in extending our congratu-
lations to her. 
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to draw 
the attention of the House to the remarkable 
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